
INST 5700: Practicum in International Studies 
 
INST 5700        Instructor: Özlem Altıok 
Fall 2019       Office: GAB 468 
Monday 5.30-8.20 pm       Email: Ozlem.Altiok@unt.edu 
Classroom: GAB 327                                                        Office hours: M 1-2 pm, and by appointment 
 
To login to our course on Canvas, go to https://unt.instructure.com/ 

 
Course Description and Objectives 
This course is required for students in the master’s program in International Studies. It aims to provide 
students with a solid background in the “big-picture” issues in global politics, and the theories and perspectives 
that inform their analysis. The course covers topics in three interrelated areas: International Security and 
Diplomacy, International Development and Globalization and Human (In)Security.  
 
As part of the Practicum requirement, each student will complete a major research paper or a service-learning 
project with the professor’s guidance.  Your research may result in a traditional research paper based on 
secondary or primary sources. Alternatively, you may pursue a “service-learning” project producing a report or 
paper based on a relevant work/ internship experience with an organization that addresses an issue relevant to 
international studies. You may also work as a small group to produce some kind of institutional policy change 
on campus.  
 
The learning management software we will use for this course is Canvas. You can log in at 
https://unt.instructure.com/ 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Participants in this Practicum can expect to  
 

1) understand the contested nature of security, international development and globalization, 
2) analyze global challenges from different theoretical perspectives,  
3) improve written and oral communication skills, and  
4) reflect on their own place and responsibility in an interconnected, unequal and violent world. 

 
Grading and Assignments: 

1. Attendance and participation: 10% 
 

2. Weekly analytical summaries: 20% (10 points each; each student submits two summaries & uses them 
to lead discussion; due dates depend, but these are always due by 5 pm on a Sunday, the day before 
our class meeting) 

 
3. Midterm: 30% on Monday, October 28 in the Testing Center in Sage Hall 3rd floor  

 
4. Research paper or service-learning project report: 40%  

 
4a. Presentation of research findings 15% Presentations are due on November 4th and 11th. 
4b. Research paper or Service-learning project 25% Paper or report due by midnight on Sunday, 
December 8, 2019 via Turnitin. 

 
Grading scale: I will use numerical scores, which will translate into letter grades as follows:  
A (91-100); B (81-90); C (70-80); D (60-69); F (<60)  

https://unt.instructure.com/
https://unt.instructure.com/


 
**Please keep records of your performance on assignments. I only calculate grades once – at the end of the 
semester** 
 
Expectations, requirements and grade breakdown 
 
1. Attendance and Participation 10% 
You must attend class regularly, and be on time. You should not miss more than two classes without a 
legitimate and documented excuse. You will receive an F in this class if you accumulate four or more absences 
without a legitimate and documented excuse. If there are circumstances that prevent you from regular 
participation (e.g. travel related to work or a family emergency) talk to me as early as possible, and I will try to 
make arrangements. Most likely, I will ask that you submit extra work to make up for what you miss.  
 
You should read or view the assigned material and be prepared to answer questions in class. The detailed 
schedule of readings is included in this syllabus. 
 
2. Weekly analytical summaries 20% [Each student will turn in two of these; 10 points each] 
 
Analytical summaries: You will write an analytical summary describing the main arguments advanced in each 
of the assigned reading material.  

o Do not just summarize readings. Put the main argument(s) as you understand it into your own 
words.  

o Discuss how each of the assigned readings relate to one another. And how they relate to the 
material covered in the previous week(s). 

o State what you find most convincing, provocative, useful (and if you wish, most unconvincing, 
dull or useless) in the article/chapter/piece/blog. What idea struck you as being fresh or 
interesting?  

o Ideally, your analytical summary should not exceed 1500 words in length, excluding the name 
of the author and the title of each of the pieces you discuss. Submit these entries via Canvas’ 
Discussion tabs for the appropriate week. 

 
These should consist of a 2-3 page summary (1200 - 1500 words) of the required readings for that week to be 
posted on Canvas (use the Discussion tab once you log in to our course at https://unt.instructure.com/) by 5 
pm on Sunday, the day before our class meeting. At the end of your summary, you must pose 2 or 3 critical 
questions that the reading raises for us as a class. All students are expected to respond to at least one of the 
questions raised by another student every week (whether or not they submit summary essays for that week). 
You may also include (very briefly) in your essay what you do not understand or find confusing in the reading. 
These weekly short reactions should be about 100-500 words, and submitted by noon on Monday. 
 
Your summary must be analytical in the sense that it should 

i) demonstrate that you engaged with the arguments presented in the material, and that you can talk 
intelligently about the strength and weaknesses of those arguments; 

ii) tie back to other readings and class discussions, and to the larger question of how the arguments 
advanced in the reading enhance your understanding of the global challenges we face today. 

 
Last, but certainly not least, these summaries should use proper English, and be free of spelling and grammar 
errors. Where relevant, you may link the concepts or examples discussed in the reading to your own life 
experiences, long-held beliefs, daily practices, etc. Whether or not you submit a summary on a given week, you 
are expected to complete assigned readings and participate in class discussions every week. Again, every week, 

https://unt.instructure.com/


I expect everyone to pose one question or respond to one raised by another student. You should submit these 
(100-500 word reactions/questions/comments) by noon on the Monday we meet as a class. 
 
3. Midterm Exam is on Monday, October 28, 2019 during regular class time in Sage Hall Room 330. It covers all 
reading assignments, including the material covered starting from the first week and through the week of 
October 14, 2019. 
 
4. Research papers OR Service-Learning Project Reports* You pick one of the following (described below). Due 
by 11:59 pm on December 8, 2019. Presentations based on your research or service project are due on 
November 4 or November 11. 
 
Research paper option 
Each student should select a research topic of their interest and aim to write a paper that could be presented 
at a conference and/or published in an appropriate academic or professional journal. You must submit your 
topic to me by September 29, 2019 to get it approved. The final papers should comprise 3000 words (about 12 
double-spaced pages) and be submitted via Turnitin by 11.59 pm on December 8, 2019.  After thinking about 
what you are interested in learning, and after doing some research on your own, you may consult with me if 
you need further guidance. 
 
Here are some examples of topics you could explore for a research paper: militarization and war; global 
poverty; economic recessions and gender; gendered burdens of conflict and war; gender mainstreaming in 
water management in South Asia; women as peacemakers in Africa; politics of energy production and 
consumption in North America. These are general topics.  
 
You can and should formulate a more specific research question after doing some preliminary 
research/reading. Research questions would look like this: What have been the costs of the global war on 
terror to date? Are women overrepresented in the “ranks of the poor” globally? How are global economic 
recessions gendered events? What are the conditions that enable trafficking in human beings? Note how these 
research questions are narrower and more specific than the suggested topics. 
 
Service-learning project option (instead of the more traditional research paper) 
Instead of a traditional research paper, you may design your own service-learning project with my guidance. 
Service-learning is a pedagogy that integrates meaningful community-engaged service with instruction and 
reflection to enrich the learning experience, teach civic responsibility, and strengthen communities. The kind of 
service-learning project you will carry on depends on your interest, schedule and eagerness to engage in 
community and advocacy work. I will work with students interested in pursuing this to specify expectations and 
appropriate research questions, report or papers. Please talk to me or email me in the first week of class if you 
are interested in this. 
 
For example, a student who has just completed an internship in a different country may choose to reflect on 
that experience by conducting some research (perhaps including some interviews) with the people she worked 
to analyze a problem or “puzzle” that she encountered during her internship. To give another example, a 
student may want to pursue an internship with the Dallas office of an international organization working 
with/for refugees, and may want to produce a report based on or as part of that internship.  
 
You should talk to me in the first two weeks of class on what ideas and connections you might have so we can 
make these work for the academic goals I have for this course. 
 
Timeline for your research papers or reports:  
Email me your proposed paper topic by 11:59 pm on Sunday, September 29, 2019 



Submit your research question by 11:59 pm on Sunday, October 13   
Present your preliminary findings in class on November 4 or 11th (15 %)  
Submit research papers by 11:59 pm on December 8, 2019 (25 %) 
 
All written assignments turned in for a grade in this class must be submitted using the Assignments tab on 
Canvas. https://unt.instructure.com/ 
 
 
 
Office Hours 
I will be in my office (GAB 468) between 1 and 2 pm on Mondays. Alternatively, you can email me for an 
appointment. In addition, if you email me with your questions, I will make every effort to answer them within 
two business days. As a general rule, do not wait until the last day to ask me a question about an assignment or 
exam. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Trust and honesty are central for learning to occur, and I hope that you do not need a reminder about that. 
However, in the interest of making expectations clear let me state that I will not tolerate academic dishonesty. 
Please be aware that you commit plagiarism if you:  

1) reproduce verbatim (or almost verbatim) another author’s words, without using quotation marks 
and/or without providing a citation; or 

2) use another's ideas (even if you don’t use their precise words) without providing citation. 
 

I adhere to and enforce UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, 
facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage). I will address violations of academic integrity in compliance 
with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy: UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16, which is located at 
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf. APPEALS: 
Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT Policy 
Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of Academic Integrity.” 
 
Disability Accommodations 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to 
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
accommodations at any time. However, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as 
possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each 
class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 
http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

 
UNT Writing Lab  
If writing is not your forte, and you want to produce well-organized, well-written papers for this class or others, 
take advantage of the Writing Lab on campus http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/ 
 
Other useful resources on campus 
https://www.unt.edu/sites/default/files/piw_resource_sheet.pdf 
 
Revisions to this syllabus 
It is your responsibility to attend class and to follow Canvas announcements to keep abreast of any changes to 

https://unt.instructure.com/
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
http://www.unt.edu/oda
http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/
https://www.unt.edu/sites/default/files/piw_resource_sheet.pdf


the reading schedule or assignments. Please make sure that you have managed your Canvas email account 
such that your Canvas email forwards to the email address you most regularly check. Again, the URL for Canvas 
is https://unt.instructure.com/ 
 
I may revise the schedule depending on class discussions, contemporary developments, and to accommodate a 
guest lecturer's schedule. I will give you notice of such changes (ideally) at least one week in advance. 
 
Recommended texts (not required) 
Karin Fierke. 2015. Critical Approaches to International Security. John Wiley & Sons. Available as an e-book 
through the UNT library. 
 
Barbara Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell Hochschild. 2004. Global Woman: Nannies, Maids and Sex Workers in the 
New Economy. 
 
All the readings you will need for this course are either available online (via the URLs provided in this syllabus) 
or on our course page on Canvas. See the Modules there https://unt.instructure.com/ 
 
Weekly reading schedule  
 
Week 1: August 26 (Monday): Introduction to the course 
Brainstorm research project ideas and make connections with community organizations in the first two weeks 
of the semester so that you can decide early on what your final project for this class will be. I will discuss these 
options in class, and will also help you connect with some community organizations.  
 
Week 2: September 2 (no class on Monday)  
 
Karin Fierke. 2016. Critical Approaches to International Security, Available as an e-book via the UNT Libraries.  
Read pages 52-54 (on realism), 68-70 (on new-realists), 71-75 (on constructivist and feminist perspectives), 77-
85 (on the changing international context in which the meaning of “security” is contested).  
 
In addition to the Fierke reading: 
Start reading on next week’s material. Continue to brainstorm research project ideas and make connections 
with community organizations if that will be part of your project for this class.  
 
Week 3: September 9: Theories of international relations: Realism 
 
All of the following are posted on our Canvas course page or are readily available via a web search: 
 
A short 2016 interview with Stephen Walt 
https://www.munplanet.com/articles/international-relations/on-international-relations-theory-and-practice-a-
special-interview-with-professor-stephen-walt 
 
Hans J. Morgenthau. 1978. “Six Principles of Political Realism” (posted on Canvas) 
 
Ann Tickner. 1988. “A Critique of Morgenthau’s Six Principles” (Canvas) 
 
Kenneth Waltz. 1979. “The Anarchic Structure of World Politics” (Canvas) 
 
Reflect on whether/how a realist framework helps us understand the following issues: 
 

https://unt.instructure.com/
https://unt.instructure.com/
https://www.munplanet.com/articles/international-relations/on-international-relations-theory-and-practice-a-special-interview-with-professor-stephen-walt
https://www.munplanet.com/articles/international-relations/on-international-relations-theory-and-practice-a-special-interview-with-professor-stephen-walt


 Zach Beauchamp. 2014. How the US, its allies and its enemies all made ISIS possible. 
http://www.vox.com/2014/8/25/6065529/isis-rise 

 
This short piece includes a nice chart and a short letter on contemporary alliances & conflicts: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2013/08/26/the-middle-east-explained-in-one-

sort-of-terrifying-chart/?utm_term=.cdf8a6fd29f6 
 

 Brief piece on theory and explaining Brexit 
 http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/brexit/2017/03/14/theory-and-brexit-can-theoretical-approaches-help-us-
understand-brexit/ 

 
Analytical summary #1 due by 5 pm on Sunday, September 8, 2019: Write an analytical summary describing 
the main arguments advanced in each of the assigned readings. I suggest that you develop a filing system to 
keep all of your analytical summaries/entries together (for future reference) whether or not you submit them 
to me.  
 

o Put the main arguments as you understand them into your own words.  
o Discuss the assigned articles as they relate to one another.  
o State what you find most convincing, provocative, useful (and if you wish, most unconvincing, dull or 

useless) in the article/chapter/piece.  
o What idea struck you as being really new or interesting?  
o How do these ideas help you think through some contemporary issues in world politics?  

 
Ideally, your analytical summary should be between 1200 and 1500 words in length, excluding the name of the 
author and the title of each of the pieces you discuss. Submit these entries using the Discussion tab on Canvas 
for the appropriate week. 
 
Week 4: September 16: Liberalism 
 
Andrew Moravscik. 2010. “Liberal Theories of International Relations: A Primer.” (Posted on Canvas) 
 
Robert Keohane. 1998. “International Institutions: Can Interdependence work?” Foreign Policy. (Canvas) 
 
Reflect on some contemporary issues and how realist and liberal perspectives can help us understand them: 
 

Stephen M. Walt. 2016. “The collapse of the liberal world order.” Foreign Policy. 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2016/06/26/the-collapse-of-the-liberal-world-order-european-union-brexit-
donald-trump/ 

 
Dani Rodrik. 2018. “The double threat to liberal democracy.” Social Europe 
https://www.socialeurope.eu/double-threat-liberal-democracy 

 
On Turkey-US tension (August 2018) https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-45167030 

 
Analytical summary #2 due by 5 pm on September 15, 2019. 
 
Week 5: September 23: Marxist, feminist and constructivist approaches: International security as a contested 
concept 
 
Cynthia Enloe. 2014 [1989]. Ch. 1. “Gender Makes the World Go Around” in Bananas, Beaches and Bases 

http://www.vox.com/2014/8/25/6065529/isis-rise
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(pages 1-36 posted on Canvas). The entire book may also still be available here: 
http://www.omnifoo.info/images/Enloe%20Feminist%20IR.pdf 
 
Benjamin Selwyn. 2015. Twenty-first century International Political Economy: A Class-relational Perspective. 
European Journal of International Relations 21 (3): 513-537. (Canvas) 
 
Alexander Wendt. 1992. “Anarchy is What States Make of it: The social construction of power politics” 
(Canvas). 
 
Reflect on some contemporary issues, and how realist, liberal, Marxist, feminist and constructivist perspectives 
may (or may not) help explain some of what is going on here:  
 

 Seumas Milne. 2015. "Now the Truth Emerges: How the US fueled the rise of ISIS..." http://whtt.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/09/Now-the-truth-emerges-how-the-US-fuelled-the-rise-of-Isis-in-Syria-and-Iraq-
Seumas-Milne-Comment-is-free-The-Guardian.pdf 

 
 ISIS explained in one sentence:  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/isis-simple-one-sentence-explanation-of-
what-caused-terror-group-to-form-posted-on-twitter-a6760301.html  
 
Steven A. Cook 2018. Lost in the Middle East. Foreign Policy. 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/04/20/america-is-having-a-middle-eastern-identity-crisis/ 
 
Martin Beck. 2018 An International Relations Perspective on the Iran Nuclear Deal https://www.e-

ir.info/2018/08/08/an-international-relations-perspective-on-the-iran-nuclear-deal/ 

 
Analytical summary #3 due by 5 pm on Sunday, September 22, 2019. 
 
Week 6: September 30: Class meets in Willis Library Room 136 for a research workshop 
 
Writing a research paper 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/research_papers/index.html 
 
Genre and the research paper 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/research_papers/genre_and_the_rese

arch_paper.html 

 
Writing a research paper 
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html 
 
Ten steps for writing research papers http://www.american.edu/ocl/asac/upload/ten-steps-for-writing-
research-papers.pdf 
 

How to convert your paper into a presentation http://twp.duke.edu/uploads/media_items/paper-to-
talk.original.pdf 
 

Tips for successful academic paper presentations http://graddiv.ucsc.edu/about/blogs/grad-deans-blog/11-
2013.1.html  
 
~Research question(s) for final papers are due to Ozlem.Altiok@unt.edu by 11:59 on Sunday, October 13~ 
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Week 7: October 7: International Development and Globalization 
 
Philip McMichael. 2011. Development and Social Change: A Global Perspective (6th edition) Chapter 1. 

Devon Matthews. 2015. WID, WAD, GAD or What? Exploring where women fit into development theory and 
practice https://medium.com/@DevonOMatthews/wid-wad-gad-or-what-9242552bb67e 

 
Held and McGrew (eds) 2003. “The Great Globalization Debate: An Introduction” Parts I and IV in The Global 
Transformations Reader (pp. 1-8 and 18-28). 
 
Dani Rodrik. 2002. Globalization for whom? http://harvardmagazine.com/2002/07/globalization-for-whom.html  
 
Film we might watch as a class: If Women Counted: Marilyn Waring on Sex, Lies and Global Economics 
 
Read the following for the four different perspectives/takes on globalization and the main argument that 
they present. Which of the following present a “globalist” perspective as opposed to a “skeptical” one as 
outlined by Held and McGrew (2003)? What kinds of evidence do they deploy to argue what they do? Your 
analytical summaries should address/answer these questions. 

 
Thomas Friedman. 2005. “The World is Flat, After All.” The New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/04/03/magazine/its-a-flat-world-after-all.html?_r=0 

 
Pankaj Ghemawat. “Why the World isn't Flat” in Globalization: The Transformation of Social Worlds (2nd 
ed.) edited by Stanley Eitzen and Maxine Baca Zinn. 

 
David Harvey. “Globalization in Question” in J. Schmidt Globalization and Social Change, pp. 19-37 

 
J.K. Gibson Graham. 1996. Ch. 6. “Querying Globalization” in The End of Capitalism (as we knew it): A 
Feminist Critique of Political Economy, pp. 120-147  

 https://langurbansociology.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/gibson-graham-the-end-of-capitalism.pdf 
 
Analytical summary #4 due by 5 pm on Sunday, October 6, 2019 
 
Week 8: October 14: Migration: A global security, humanitarian and development issue 
 
Karin Fierke. 2015. Critical Approaches to International Security, pages 279-292. E-book available through the 
UNT Libraries. 
 
Barbara Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell Hochschild. 2004. Global Woman: Nannies, Maids and Sex Workers in the 
New Economy. Selected pages on Canvas. 
 
Jason Stearns. 2011. Dancing in the Glory of Monsters. (Selected pages posted on Canvas.) 

Sarah Pierce, Jessica Bolter and Andre Selee. 2018. U.S. Immigration Policy under Trump: Deep Changes and 

Lasting Impacts. Read full report online https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/us-immigration-policy-

trump-deep-changes-impacts 

 
Laura C N Wood. 2018. Impact of punitive immigration policies, parent-child separation and child detention on 
the mental health and development of children. BMJ Paediatr Open. 2(1) available at 

https://medium.com/@DevonOMatthews/wid-wad-gad-or-what-9242552bb67e
http://harvardmagazine.com/2002/07/globalization-for-whom.html
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6173255/ 
 

Maya Rhodan. 2015. Are the Syrian refugees all young, strong men? Time http://time.com/4122186/syrian-
refugees-donald-trump-young-men/ 

 
Analytical summary #5 due by 5 pm on October 13, 2019.  
 
~Research question for final papers due by 11:59 on Friday, October 13~ 
 
Week 9: October 21: Economic, political, environmental, and health insecurities in the 21st century 
 
Taylor Owen. 2004. “Human Security: Conflict, Critique and Consensus.” Security Dialogue.  Find using UNT's 
Library Resources  
 
Paul Collier. 2008. The Bottom Billion. Selected pages posted on Canvas. 
 
Edith Kinney. 2014. “Securitizing Sex, Bodies, and Borders: The Resonance of Human Security Frames in 
Thailand’s ‘War against Human Trafficking’” In Gender, Violence and Human Security Aili Mari Tripp. et al. (eds.) 
(The chapter, and the entire book are available through the UNT Library) 
 
James Hollifield and Idean Salehyan. 2015. “Environmental Refugees” 

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/environmental-refugees 
 
Ro Wyman and Bill Wyman. 2010. "The Deadly Consequences of Niche Aid in Africa" Harvard Business Review. 
https://hbr.org/2010/11/the-deadly-consequences-of-nic  
 
Optional reading on the concept of human security:  

Karin Fierke. 2015. Critical Approaches to International Security. Ch 7 on Human Insecurity. 
 

A basic description of what human security is about with some examples of projects:  
http://lapas.lv/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/LAPAS-Human-Security-FactSheet-2010_info.pdf 

 
Analytical summary #6 due by 5 pm on October 20, 2019. 
 
Week 10: October 28: Midterm exam during regular class time in Sage Hall Room 330. 
 
Week 11: November 4: Research/project presentations 
 
Week 12: November 11: Research/project presentations 
 
Week 13: November 18: Professional development workshop 
 
Week 14: November 25: Research conference day  
 
Week 15: December 2: Last day of class and discussion of your final projects 

http://time.com/4122186/syrian-refugees-donald-trump-young-men/
http://time.com/4122186/syrian-refugees-donald-trump-young-men/
https://hbr.org/2010/11/the-deadly-consequences-of-nic
http://lapas.lv/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/LAPAS-Human-Security-FactSheet-2010_info.pdf
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